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Letting the little children come
In Luke 18:15-17, when Jesus said, “Suffer little children,

and forbid them not to come unto me,” he was reaching

out to a segment of society that was considered

insignificant. In Uganda, quite a number of children

endure poverty, lack of education, neglect and abuse.

But no segment of children is more marginalized than

the homeless children on the streets. 

Street children can be found in many urban centers. In

Kampala, government estimates that there are as many

as 15,000 children aged from seven up to the age of 17.

On the streets, they live in poverty and hunger,

experience physical and sexual violence. poor health and

exploitation. 

Despite the perils of street life, many children continue

to escape domestic violence and extreme poverty for the

the harsh comfort of the streets.  Others are trafficked

from villages and forced by their handlers to beg for

alms. 

LETTING THE CHILDREN COME

CHRISTMAS SMILES
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Dental Outreach in Kisenyi
At the end of November 2021,

Hind's Feet Project's mission

to empower communities

and improve health

outcomes was given a new

dimension.

Our Project Director Sandra

recently engaged with the

Mtaani Foundation, a faith

based nonprofit organization

that gives aid to street

children in Kampala.  On a

visit with the Mtaani team to

the children in the slums of

Katwe and Kisenyi, she found

out that one of the many

issues the children face is

that of oral health problems.

The next step was obvious.

A dental health outreach was

organized in collaboration

with Mtaani Foundation. It

was conducted at Grace

Medical and Dental Clinic in

Kisenyi on November 27,

2021.

During our community

medical outreaches Hind's

Feet Project usually includes

a dental clinic, serving

about 100 people to

address tooth decay, gum

disease, and periodontal

diseases. Many of the

patients get their teeth

extracted. 

With this expertise in

organizing such clinics, HFP

facilitated 30 street children

to receive dental care. Led

by Dr. Fred of Grace Clinic,

17 of the children had

dental procedures done,

mainly tooth extraction. The

children also received oral

health education,

toothbrushes and

toothpaste.  

The children wore big

smiles when the team

surprised them with a hot

meal and soft drink at the

end of the outreach. 

Bukwo - 112 served

Arua - 103 served

HFP Outreach
Dental clinics  

Kotido - 104 served

Kisenyi - 30 served
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Christmas smiles 

Daudi, 16, has lived on the

streets for two years. When

some youths lured him away

from his home in Mbale to

Kampala, they promised a life

on the fast lane. Instead, they

abandoned him and he had

to learn to fend for himself.

After a year on the streets, he

managed to find his way

home but found that his

mother had left too.  

"Embeera yali mbi nyo!" he

told the HFP team in

Luganda, describing the

terrible situation at home. He

went back to the streets. 

John Bosco, 18 is hurt by the

way society treats them.  “We

are not all criminals. I earn a

living by gathering bottles for

recycling. Not all of us take

drugs, but we are constantly

harassed and face

discrimination from the

community because of the

way we look."

Life on the streets is tough.

However, a number of

organizations and individuals

offer respite to the children. 

Dr. Fred from Grace Dental

and Medical Clinic is one of

the lights shining through the

darkness of street life.

The children in Kisenyi often

seek his help when they have

health issues. The clinic staff

are so beloved by the street

kid community that any thing

stolen from them is promptly

returned.

Another source of respite is

the Mtaani Foundation, which

in addition to relief programs,

sometimes brings together

"Uncles" former street children

who are now well-settled

adults. They mentor the

children and give them the

tools to survive and

encourage hope for a better

life off the streets.

After Hind's Feet Project had

organized the dental

outreach in Kisenyi together

with the Mtaani Foundation,

the team planned for

something to help share the

love of Christ with these

children of His.

On 23rd December, the

children whooped with

excitement, dancing and

clapping for the visitors who

had come bearing gifts:

clothes, food, soft drinks,

Christmas cake! 

As we saw the children

happily pose for pictures in

their cool new t-shirts with a

simple but powerful message

"Lord, I am nothing without
you", we could not help but

remember our Savior's words.

“Let the little children come to

me, and do not hinder them,

for the kingdom of heaven

belongs to such as these.” 
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About Hinds Feet
Project

Volunteer with us
Partner with us
Sponsor an Outreach

Hind’s Feet Project is an all-
volunteer non-profit
organization with a mission to
improve health literacy in
Uganda's communities. Do you
want to help us achieve this
mission?  

GET INVOLVED 

CONTACT US
www.hindsfeetproject.org
+256 705 533349
admin@hindsfeetproject.org
19 Stretcher Road Ntinda,
Kampala, Uganda
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What else can be done?

The problem of street children is a complex one. The end

goal of the organizations and individuals who engage

with these youngsters is to enable them to  realize their

potential and transition from the streets back to family

and community life.

But as the HFP team witnessed, the children were

greatly impacted by donations that addressed their
immediate needs: food, clothing, medical care and
pastoral care.  Such interventions go some way towards

relieving the impact of the hardships they face: hunger,

malnutrition, injuries, sexual abuse, mental illness, and

many others.  Partnerships like HFP and Mtaani

Foundation are able to leverage more resources to help.   

Street children need sustainable, culturally competent

programs that address their needs.  Before efforts are

made to return them to their communities, it would be

beneficial to take them through transitional homes
that provide trauma informed counselling, spiritual
support and microenterprise skilling. 

Community awareness of the dangers of life on the

streets can be spread by sharing the personal stories
of this invisible segment of our society.  With extreme

poverty and domestic violence being the main drivers of

runaways, at the end of the day addressing these
issues at the community level is key. 

He makes my feet
like those of a deer

and stations me
upon the heights. 

Psalm 18:33. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7737.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7737.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7272.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/355.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5975.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1116.htm

